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RESOURCES FOR COMPLETION •	 Computer/Internet	access	+	Access	to		





























































EXPLORING DESIGN IN YOUR COMMUNITY
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In the 1940’s Italian teacher and psychologist Loris Malagazzi founded the Reggio Emilia approach 
to learning in preschools and kindergartens on the premise that children naturally develop through 
interactions with their parents (the first teacher), their classroom teacher (the second teacher) and 
ultimately with the environment around them (the third teacher). In this unit we will investigate 
some of the principles of this approach and how they might apply to your own learning at school, 
to allow us to investigate opportunities to enhance your school experience through the design 
process.
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‘The mission of design thinking is to translate observations into insights and insights into 
products and services that will improve our lives.’ (Tim Brown, Change By Design)  We build an 
understanding of insight through empathy.  This is seeing the world through the eyes of others, 
understanding the world through their experiences and feeling the world through their emotions. 
In this exercise we will observe your current classroom and analyse how it works as a learning 
environment.  There are three levels to our insight research:  firstly to understand the environment 
itself (the physical), secondly to observe how people use the space and the experience (the 
cognitive), and thirdly to understand how the space affects them on an emotional level (the 
emotional).  These exercise(s) will help you interpret the space in order for you to be able to 
redesign your classroom in Exercise 3.  i.e. you will be creating the design brief.
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Today’s Classroom







Prompts for reflection: 
 




 afternoon to get an understanding of the classroom needs all day
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Thinking back to principles 6 and 7 of the Reggio Emilia Philosophy we mentioned earlier, in the 
following exercises you will develop your ideas for ‘Tomorrow’s Classroom’.  Of course, as designers, 
we need to be constantly thinking responsibly and sustainably, with regard to conserving our 
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In this activity you will utilise the strengths of your team to collaborate in preparing a visual and 
verbal design presentation of your idea for ‘Tomorrow’s Classroom’, to be delivered to the Principal 
or one of the Heads of Department in your school.
















Pitch to the Principal
60	minutes	x	1-3
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Pitch to the Principal
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•	 In	keeping	with	the	Reggio	Emilia	philosophy	of	‘making	learning	visible’,	students	to	scan			
	 reflections,	brainstorming,	notes,	sketches,	image	boards,	and	record	design	process	with	video		
	 or	photography	to	include	in	an	online	wiki	for	the	project.
•	 Teachers	archive	whole	group	outcomes,	record	design	process	and	final	presentations.
	 Photograph	and	video	(in	an	appropriate	video	studio	environment)	the	final	verbal		 	
	 presentations.
•	 Display	finished	presentations	(with	videos	of	the	verbal	presentations)	in	a	public	exhibition		
	 involving	the	students,	community,	parents,	teachers	and	principal.		Students	from	other	year		
	 levels	and	subject	areas	could	also	view	this.		The	suggestion	box	from	Exercise	1	could	be	used		
	 to	record	feedback	about	the	ideas	for	later	reflection	and	discussion	as	a	class	group.
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